The C-bound Η atoms were placed in their geometrically calculated positions and included in the final refinement in the riding model approximation. The O(H) atom was located from a difference map.
1
') = 2.637(4) Ä, the angle at Η is 175° for symmetry operation /': 1-jt, -y, -l-z. There is also a C-H-O interaction involving the ether 03 atom: d{C2-\\2b -Oy") = 2.59 Ä, </(C2-03'") = 3.468(5) Ä, angle at Η is 148° for symmetry operation ii: -x, -y, -l-z. 
Abstract

Source of material
To a solution of the known diastereomeric mixture of (E and Z)-2-( 1 -methyl-1,2-dihydronaphtho[2,1 -fc]fiiran-2-yl)acetate [ 1 ] (261 mg, 1.02 mmol) in carbon tetrachloride (20 mL) was added yV-bromosuccinimide (190 mg, 1.07 mmol) and a small crystal of benzoyl peroxide. The mixture was heated to reflux for 1 h after which time the solution cooled to ambient temperature and the solution filtered. The volatiles were removed in vacuo and the residue purified by column chromatography to afford methyl 2-( 1 -methy lnaphtho[2,1 -t]furan-2-y l)acetate (152 mg, 59%). This latter ester (103 mg, 0.406 mmol) was then dissolved in a minimum of methanol and an excess of aqueous sodium hydroxide added. The mixture as left for 12 h after which time the solution was acidified (conc. HCl). The aqueous phase was washed with chloroform (3 times) and the combined organics dried over sodium sulphate. Filtration and removal of the volatiles in vacuo afforded the crude acid which was further purified by recrystalisation from a hot dichloromethane/hexane/methanol 
